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3 octave 4-in-hand quartets ~ 
some with vocal or C-instrument solo

Ringers are assigned the following handbells in all five arrangements

Five by Four for Christmas

The governing philosophy behind these arrangements is simple beauty. Ideally, the dynamics of 
each piece will be developed organically by the musicians as they rehearse together.  Four of the 
pieces are in Eb major. A variation in tonality is provided with Rise Up Shepherd in Bb 
mixolydian mode.   

The use of the same set of sixteen handbells allows any subset of the five pieces to be played by 
the same four-in-hand quartet with no change of handbells. In addition, each piece is 
formatted to fit onto two facing pages to avoid page turns. This frees the ringers from the need 
to stand behind a handbell table. The range of handbells used is intended to strike a balance 
between the comfort of the listener, who may prefer a lower range, against the comfort of the 
ringers, especially the one on the bottom, who may prefer lighter handbells when ringing 
four-in-hand. 
                                                                                                                            Guy Ragan
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Cat. 1052

Silent Night

Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
arr. Guy Ragan

3 octave, 4-in-hand quartet
with vocal or C instrument solo
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